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AivnrTMnMFNTS TO THE CLAIMS 




1 . (Currently Amended) A container for storing a sample, the container comprising: 

a receptacle having a lower wall and a side wall, the side wall having an inner surface, 

and 

a plurality of projections extending upward along and outward from the inner surface of 
the side wall> the projections defining a region for receiving a sample h aving an orientation , the 
projections being shaped and arranged to inhibit a change in an orientation and a position of 
the a sample having a size and a shape substantially mated to the size and the shape of the region 
when stored in tho oontain e r . 

2. (Original) The container of claim 1 wherein each of the projections has a cross-section 
having at least a first side, a second side, and a third side, the first side facing the inner surface of 
the receptacle, the second and third sides being substantially planar. 

3. (Original) The container of claim 2 wherein the second side is oriented in a direction 
substantially perpendicular to the third side. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Original) The container of claim 1 wherein the projections are formed integrally with the 
receptacle. 

6. (Withdrawn) 

7. (Currently Amended) The container of claim 1 wherein the receptacle has a height and a 
transverse cross-section having a first extent, the first extent of the cross-section being 
substantially constant over the height. 

8. (Withdrawn) 

9. (Withdrawn) 
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10. (Original) The container of claim 1 further comprising a cover for confining the sample 
within the receptacle, the cover being removably attached to the receptacle. 

1 1 . (Original) The container of claim 10 wherein the cover engages the receptacle to form a 
fluid-tight seal. 

12. (Original) The container of claim 10 wherein the cover threadably engages the receptacle. 

13. (Original) The container of claim 1 further comprising a base having a top surface, wherein 
the sidewall extends upward from the top surface of the base. 

14. (Original) The container of claim 13 wherein the sidewall extends in a direction 
substantially perpendicular from the top surface of the base. 

15. (Original) The container of claim 13 wherein the projections extend upward from the top 
surface of the base. 

16. (Original) The container of claim 10 wherein the projections extend in a direction 
substantially perpendicular from the top surface of the base. 

17. (Original) The container of claim 13 wherein the base has a first end and the container 
further comprises a marking panel extending from the first end of the base, the marking panel 
having a substantially smooth surface for receiving identifying indicia. 

18. (Original) The container of claim 1 7 wherein the marking panel forms an angle with the top 
surface of the base, the angle being at least 90 degrees. 

♦ 

19. (Original) The container of claim 17 wherein the marking panel is formed integrally with th< 
base. 
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20. (Original) The container of claim 13 wherein the base has a top surface and a bottom 
surface, the bottom surface having a plurality of protrusions extending downward therefrom, the 
protrusions being shaped and arranged to pennit an identification panel containing identifying 
indicia to be removably and securely attached to the container. 

21. (Original) The container of claim 13 wherein the base has a top surface and a bottom 
surface, the bottom surface having an interior recessed portion and an exterior raised portion, the 
exterior raised portion having a plurality of protrusions extending outward therefrom and 
downward toward the recessed portion, the protrusions being shaped and arranged to permit an 
identification panel containing identifying indicia to be removably and securely attached to the 
container. 

22. (Currently Amended) A container for storing a sample, the container comprising: 

a base having a top surface and a first end, 

a receptacle extending upward from the top surface of the base, the receptacle having an 
inner surface and a cross-section having a substantially circular shape, 

a cover threadably engaging the receptacle and forming a fluid-tight seal therewith for 
confining the sample within the receptacle and inhibiting desiccation thereof, 

a marking panel extending from the first end of the base, the marking panel having a 
substantially planar surface for receiving identifying indicia, and 

a plurality of projections extending upward along and outward from the inner surface of 
the receptacle and upward from the top surface of the base, each of the projections having at least 
a first side, a second side, and a third side, the first side facing the inner surface of the receptacle, 
the second and third sides being substantially planar, the second side being oriented in a direction 
substantially perpendicular to the third side, the projections being shaped and arranged to inhibit 
a change in fee an orientation and a position of*© a sample having a size and a shape 
substantially mated to the size and the shape of the region whon otor e d in the container . 

23. (New) The container of claim 1 , wherein the sample includes at least one of: an animal 
tissue sample, a human tissue sample, and a plant tissue sample. 
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24, (New) The container of claim 22, wherein the sample includes at least one of: an animal 
tissue sample, a human tissue sample, and a plant tissue sample. 
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